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EDUCATION & RELATED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING:

1998

2001

2003

2003

McEachern High School,
Powder Springs, Georgia
Graduated with honors

Berry College,

Mt. Berry, Georgia
Bachelor of Science
Major: Psychology
Minor: Family Studies

Radiation Safety Training Seminar
Emory University
Atlanta, Georgia

Primate Training and Enrichment Workshop
M.D. Anderson Cancer Research Center
Bastrop, Texas

2004  Advanced Primate Training and Enrichment Workshop
Yerkes National Primate Research Center
Atlanta, Georgia
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE:
August 2006-present Senior Research Specialist, Yerkes National Primate Ctr.
Principle Investigator: William D. Hopkins, Ph.D.
Coordinate and direct data collection for 3 NIH-funded
grants studying communication and cognition in
chimpanzees. Train and supervise research assistants and
undergraduates. Oversee daily lab activities. Design and
implement behavioral management program for study
subjects.
May 2005-July 2006 Lead Research Specialist, Yerkes National Primate Ctr.

Principle Investigator: William D. Hopkins, Ph.D.
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Train chimpanzees for voluntary cooperation in a study
involving positron emission tomography (PET). Train and
supervise research assistants and undergraduates. Oversee
daily lab activities.

January 2002-April 2005 Research Specialist, Yerkes National Primate Research Ctr.
Principle Investigator: William D. Hopkins, Ph.D.
Collect and code behavioral data on laterality and cognition in
chimpanzees.

January 2002- April 2005 Research Assistant, Language Research Ctr., Georgia St Univ.
Principle Investigator: William D. Hopkins, Ph.D.
Conduct computerized cognitive testing of language-trained
chimpanzees.
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Hopkins, W. D., Russell, J. L., & Cantalupo, C. (2007). Neuroanatomical correlates of
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on the evolution of language. Psychological Science, 18(11), 971-977.
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112-135.). London: Academic Press.
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PRESENTATIONS

Russell, J.L., Freeman, H.D., Schapiro, S., & Hopkins, W.D. (2004). Chimpanzee
handedness: Throwing out the first pitch. Poster presentation at the American
Society of Primatologists annual meeting, Madison, WI, USA.

Russell, J.L., Freeman, H.D., Reynolds, E., & Hopkins, W.D. (2005). Asymmetrical
scratching in chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes). Poster presentation at the American
Society of Primatologists annual meeting, Portland, OR, USA.

Russell, J.L., Taglialatela, J.P., Hopkins, W.D. (2006). The use of positive reinforcement
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meeting, San Antonio, TX, USA.
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annual meeting, Entebbe, Uganda.
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me. Oral presentation at the Berry College Psychology Lecture Series, Mt. Berry, GA,
USA.
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of vocal signals in chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes): Implications for theories on the
origins or speech. Poster presentation at the American Society of Primatologists
annual meeting, West Palm Beach, FL, USA.

Leavens, D. A., Hopkins, W. D., Taglialatela, J., & Russell, J. L. (2008). Ape performatives:
"Declaratives” and other imperative acts. Paper presented at the XVI" Biennial
Conference on Infant Studies, Vancouver, B.C., Canada.
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ORGANIZER

Coordinated the Advanced Primate Training and Enrichment Workshop (Nov. 3-7, 2004), a
four and a half day workshop focused on teaching colony managers, veterinarians,
researchers, and zoo keepers the steps to effectively developing, implementing, and assessing
a behavioral management plan for captive non-human primate colonies. Workshop hosted
by the Yerkes National Primate Research Center and Zoo Atlanta.



