Introduction to Theatre-Th 2413, Section 902 (Honors)-MWF 8:30

Classroom Building Room 306

Fall 2000

Professor: Scott Little, MFA

Office Hours: M,W 10:00-11:00 AM

Phone: Office--744-4563, Home—780-7450

Email: scotl@okstate.edu
Objectives: The student of TH 2413 should improve her/his abilities to:

1. Comprehend theatre as an art form that is entertaining and educational.

2. Understand that a play script is not theatre until it happens.

3. Note the play's director as the central artist in realizing the play from page to stage.

4. Develop analytical skills requisite for effective staging and complete understanding of a play.

5. Enumerate and explain the essential artistic contributions of actors, designers and theatre technicians.

6. Grasp the essences of various theatre styles.

7. Evaluate plays in performance.

8. Express each of the above in effective writing and oral discourse.

Textbooks: Brockett, O.G. The Essential Theatre, sixth edition, 1992. ISBN 0-03-055353-9. 

Jacobus, Lee A. (ed.) The Bedford Introduction to Drama, third edition, 1997. ISBN: 0-3312-1333404-5.

Additional Costs: Note:  Attendance to all official Theatre Department productions is required. Admissions to What I Did Last Summer [$7]; Comedy of Errors [$7];  No Exit (Gundersen Theatre)[$5]; and Wenceslas Square (Gundersen Theatre)[$5]or admission by Student Season Ticket (except for Gunderson shows); volunteer student ushers admitted free (except for Gunderson shows).  Plus cost of attending outside theatrical productions in Tulsa or OKC (you are required to attend at least one, and bring proof such as ticket stub or program.)

Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory if you are to succeed on quizzes and exams, and comprehend theatre performances for writing assignments. NO MAKEUP QUIZZES ARE ALLOWED, regardless of reason for absence.


Style of Teaching/Learning: Teacher-led discussions, lectures; guest lectures/demonstrations; live theatre attendance; reading playscripts and assigned material from textbooks; writing to specifications; hands on lab instruction.


Exams, Papers and Lab: Three exams (combined multiple-choice and short essay); Three production reviews (one must be written for a Gundersen show); frequent unannounced quizzes.


Grade Calculations:

	PRIVATE
Assignment
	Point Value
	Total

	 3 Exams
	100 ea.
	300

	 3 Production Reviews*
	100 
	300

	 Quizzes or exercises @                        discretion of your teacher.
	100
	100

	Total Possible
	
	700


* (Instructional Handouts will be provided)

NO EXTRA CREDIT ! Please do not request it. 

Grading: 630-700 = A; 560-629 = B; 490-559 = C; 420-489 = D; 0-419 = F.

If any student in this class has a disability registered with the OSU Student Disability Office and needs special accommodation as recommended by that office, the teacher will cooperate to assure equal opportunity for your success in this class. You must provide notice of the disability and needed accommodation during the first week of class.
Note: This syllabus is subject to change.

Schedule

Week 1:
Aug. 21-25. What Is Theatre?  An introduction to Aristotle and the Aristotelian concept of play structure.  

Read Chapter 1, Brockett for 8/23 and Chapter 3, Brockett for 8/25.

Week 2:
Aug. 28-Sept.1. Ancient Greek theatre.

Read Brockett pp. 58-75 for 8/28, Read Oedipus the King, Jacobus pp. 108-136 for 8/30.

Week 3:  Sept. 6-8.  Discuss Oedipus and relate to Aristotelian Elements.  Develop 4-level character analysis.  Discuss the Director and the structure 
of modern production processes.


Read Brockett pp. 315-339 for Sept 8. 

Week 4: 
Sept. 11-15.  Greek Comedy, Roman theatre.  

Read and Discuss Lysistrata, Jacobus pp. 213-239 for 9/11.  

Read Brockett pp.75-87 for 9/15.

Week 5:
Sept. 18-22. Medieval theatre.  The theatrical audience.  What is the audience’s responsibility?


Read Everyman, Jacobus pp. 263-277 for 9/18

Read Brockett pp. 87-96 for 9/18; Read Brockett Chapter 2 for 9/20.


See What I Did Last Summer: Sept 20-24.  Discuss the play review process.

Week 6:  Sept. 25-29.  Shakespeare and Elizabethan theatre.  


Review of What I Did Last Summer Due Sept. 27

Read Brockett pp. 104-119 for 9/29. 

Week 7:  Oct 4-6 (Oct 2 is Fall Break)


Review for Exam 1 on Oct. 4.


EXAM 1 on Friday, Oct 6.

.

Week 8:  Oct. 9-13.  Discuss Shakespeare and Hamlet. 


Read Hamlet, for 10/11.


See No Exit, Oct 12-15

Week 9:  Oct. 16-20.  Discuss Hamlet.

Discuss acting and language in Shakespeare’s plays.  

Week 10: Oct. 23-27. Acting and Makeup. 


Read Brockett Chapter 13 for 10/23

Week 11:
 Oct. 30-Nov. 3. Commedia dell’Arte and 17th century French theatre.  .

Read The Misanthrope, Jacobus pp. 500-526 for 10/30.  Read Brockett pp. 124-135 for 10/30.

Week 12: Nov. 6-10.  Scenic Design, Lighting Design


Read Brockett chapter 14 for 11/8.  Read Brockett pp. 411-430 for 11/10.


See Comedy of Errors Nov. 8-12

Week 13: Nov. 13-17.  20th Century Drama: Brecht.


Review for Comedy of Errors due 11/13


Review for EXAM 2 on.11/13.

EXAM 2 on Wed. Nov. 15.


Read Mother Courage and Her Children, Jacobus pp. 990-1026 for 11/17.

Week 14: Nov. 20-22.  Discuss Mother Courage and Her Children. 


Discuss Realism and Psychological Realism.  

 Week 15: Nov. 27-Dec. 1.  Discuss Death of a Salesman.  Costume Design.


Read Death of a Salesman, Jacobus pp. 1120-1164 for 11/27.

Read Brockett Chapter 15 for 12/1.

See Wenceslas Square, Nov. 30-Dec. 3.

Week 16: Dec. 4-8  Discuss Buried Child.  Discuss modern drama.   Review for final exam 


Read Buried Child, Jacobus pp. 1289-1322 for 12/8.

Final Exam: December 12, 2:30 pm - 4:20 pm 

