Reconditioning electroporation cuvettes.

Cuvettees can be re-used several times if these precautions are followed.

1.) As soon as electroporation is complete, remove cells and drop cuvette into soapy water beaker.  They’re fine stored here for several months.  Crud gets baked onto them when intense voltage is applied, so dropping them into the soapy water beaker is a good thing immediately following the zap.

2.) When a batch of cuvettes is to be cleaned, first rinse several times in tap water by draining the soapy water out of the beaker, and rinsing and agitating beaker until suds are gone.

3.) Fill beaker to top with 10% bleach and agitate for 1-2 mintues.  Drain.  Rinse as before until no bleach left.  Continue to let water run in beaker for 5-10 minutes.

4.) Rinse with dH2O from tap for 2-3 minutes.

5.) Drain beaker.  Fill to just over level of cuvettes with 95% EtOH.  Agitate briefly, and drain.

6.) Dry cuvettes in tissue culture hood on grate for several hours to overnight with the UV light on (makes me feel better with the light on).

7.) Replace caps.  They’re ready to go.

