Open Field Software Protocol

1. When turning on the computer, make sure to also flip on the power switch for the four open field boxes.

2. Select the Activity Monitor icon.

3. Under “Run”, select “Open Experiment”.

a. Under “File”, you can select “Configuration”, and change various parameters of the session (such as time, number of boxes, etc.) under the headings of “Preferences” or “Experiment”.

4. Once you select “Open Experiment” the Run Experiment box will pop up.  You want to clearly and specifically label each line in this box, with the exception of the two comment boxes (you can put something here, but it is not necessary).  The Data Filename box will be filled in automatically when you enter the fields for Group and/or Subject ID.  Don’t change whatever is entered there.  Make sure to enter a specific animal’s ID in the Subject ID box, as this will show up in the analysis.  Once you’ve filled all the fields in, check the box in the lower left corner that says “Start Box”.  This must be checked on every single box you want to collect data in.

5. Once you’ve labeled all the boxes and hit “OK”, the session will begin as soon as an animal is placed in the testing chamber.  

6. The session will end automatically when the specified time is up.  (Note:  Be sure to check the time (under “experiment” in the configuration menu), as the program will arbitrarily revert back to a 30 minute setting regardless of where the prior session was set.)  Once all the boxes have completed, select “Close Experiment” from the Run menu.

7. To analyze the data, select “Data Analysis” from the File menu.

8. Two fields of file data will open.  In the top field, select the experiment you want to analyze.

9. The individual animals run in the selected experiment will appear in the bottom field.  Holding down the shift key, click in the box to the left of each animal you want to analyze.  (An asterisk should appear.)  Once you’ve selected all of the files you want to analyze, hit “OK”.
10. A box will pop up with various parameters.  You can adjust the amount of time from the session that you want to analyze, or alter the defined fields (ie. Center vs. Edge).  Once the parameters are selected, hit “Analyze”.

11. The program will fast forward through each individual session.  Once it’s finished, close the Activity Monitor.

12. The data files will go into the Activity folder, located on the C drive.

13. Each file will have to have its file extension changed to .hab.  You can do this by right-clicking on the file and selecting “Rename”.

14. Once each file has been renamed, they can be burned onto a disk and taken to another computer to be summarized in Excel.  
