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Focus:  Wer ich bin:  Das Selbstkonzept / Exploring self-identity in the German-speaking world 
 
Logic:  An exploration and comparison of young adults’ identity in the American English- and German-speaking worlds through the study and analysis of the 
different roles they assume in contemporary society. 
 
Themes:  Groups/roles with which young adults are affiliated (Student; Hobbyist; Family member; Consumer; Tourist; Citizen) 
 
For each group/theme/role, please list grammatical topics that one would have to call on when discussing said topic in first-year German: 
Student: 
what one studies, 
wears, eats, 
discusses, wants to 
become; who one is, 
living away from 
home; how one lives 

Hobbyist: 
what one likes to do; 
who one is; to which 
clubs does one 
belong; what one 
collects 

Family member: 
what one’s role is 
within the family; how 
one celebrates holidays 

Consumer: 
what one buys / how 
one shops; how one 
deals with money;  

Traveler / Tourist: 
where one travels / 
what one sees; the 
places that one 
knows 

Citizen / Passport 
holder: 
where one belongs; 
who one is; to what 
community/region one 
belongs; where one’s 
Heimat is 

present tense; 
nominative; 
accusative; 
coord conjunctions; 
telling time; 
time adverbs; 
separable prefix 
verbs;  
possessives 
 

present tense; 
dative case;  
dative verbs; 
reflexive verbs; 
subordinating 
conjunctions (wenn, 
weil, möchte + 
dass); 
modals (Talente); 
prepositions (acc, 
dat, 2-way);  
 

present tense; 
genitive (der Bruder 
meiner Schwester); 
present perfect tense 
(als Kind); simple past 
tense of modals; 
time adverbs;  
imperative; 
ordinal numbers 

present tense; 
reflexive verbs 
(Hygiene); 
subjunctive (ich 
hätte gern; was ich 
machen würde, 
wenn ich Geld 
hätte);  
simple past; 
infinitive clauses; 
da- & wo- 
compounds; 
imperative; 
2-way prepositions 
 

present tense; 
past tenses; 
prepositions (einen 
Ort beschreiben); 
subjunctive 
(Traumstadt); 
adjective endings; 
comparative & 
superlative; 
relative clauses; 
conjunctions;  

present tense; 
subordinating 
conjunctions; 
past tenses; 
relative clauses; 
comparative; 
adjective endings 
 

 
 


