STUDY SHEET FOR MIDTERM EXAM
HISTORY 232: THE MAKING OF MODERN AMERICA: DEFINING THE “NATION”
PROF. E. GOLDSTEIN (FALL 2009)

I. Terms to know for the exam:
Note: It is not enough to know the narrow definition of these terms. You must also be able to place the terms in their historical context. This means explaining the larger story, set of issues, or debate that makes these people, places, ideas, etc. important in American history. In some cases you may be asked to compare or contrast certain terms in order to fully explain the historical context.

civic nationalism
romantic nationalism
racial nationalism
Manifest Destiny
Compromise of 1877
Redeemers
disenfranchisement
poll tax
Jim Crow
“Pitchfork Ben” Tillman
“black beast rapist”
lynching
segregation
Plessy vs. Ferguson (1896)
Chinese Exclusion Act (1882)
“Gentlemen’s Agreement” of 1907
“New” Immigrants
“Old” Immigrants
Progressive Era
industrialization/urbanization/immigration
social reform
muckrakers
The Strenuous Life (Theodore Roosevelt, 1900)
Monroe Doctrine
Roosevelt Corollary
administration vs. colonization (Alfred T. Mahan)
Andrew Carnegie
Gospel of Wealth
monopolies
William Jennings Bryan
“Cross of Gold” speech
bimetallism
Upton Sinclair, The Jungle (1906)
Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906
Booker T. Washington
Atlanta Compromise (1895)
Ida B. Wells
W.E.B. DuBois
N.A.A.C.P. (1909)
plasticity of type (Franz Boas)
cultural pluralism (Horace Kallen)
melting pot
assimilation
socialism/anarchism/communism
Red Scare of 1919
Fourteen Points (Woodrow Wilson)
League of Nations
“Progressivism abroad”
Madison Grant, Passing of the Great Race (1916)
Literacy test (1917)
“Loss of confidence”
Immigration Act of 1924 (Johnson-Reed Act)
quotas
Great Migration
Marcus Garvey
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II.  Possible Essay Questions
Note: All essays need to cite examples from the readings and lectures in answering the questions.

1. At the outset of the course we discussed various forms of nationalism that have emerged in various parts of the world during the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries, focusing especially on the differences between civic nationalism on the one hand and romantic and racial nationalisms on the other. Describe in detail two major debates in American history we have discussed in class that illustrate the conflict between civic nationalism and romantic or racial nationalism.
2. Explain how U.S. immigration policies and laws not only changed in the United States between 1877 and 1924, but also how they treated different immigrant groups differently (be sure to address the experience of as many different immigrant groups as you can). While your essay should mainly focus on the laws and policies themselves, you may refer to larger social or cultural trends in explaining the reasons these laws and policies came about. 
3. Explain how the U.S. involvement in the Spanish-American War (1898) and World War I (1917-1918) was understood by many as a way of extending the goals of Progressivism abroad. Given that Progressivism was intended to defend the stability and freedoms of democratic society, what problems or contradictions arose in trying to apply this movement to foreign affairs? 
4. As industrial capitalism blossomed during the late nineteenth century, opposing views emerged about what the role of government should be in regulating industry and taxing income. Outline both sides of this debate, explaining how spokesmen for each position felt they were defending core values of “the nation.” To what extent did each side’s views prevail in the period before World War I?
The best way to prepare your answers is to draft detailed outlines, making sure that you address each aspect of the question and that you give examples from the readings and the lectures to strengthen each point. Please also refer to the handout on good essay writing in thinking about how your outlines might be crafted and then transformed into effective essays.

