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1. The final paper must explore a contemporary event or issue related to one of our four class themes: 

*race and ethnicity; 
*immigration, citizenship, and borders; 
*the role of government;
*America’s role in the world. 

“Contemporary” can include anything that has occurred from 2000 to the present. In choosing your topic, try not to cast your net too broadly. A narrower topic will make for a better paper because you can be more specific in your argument and find sources that address your topic directly. For example, examining three wars is probably too broad to cover in a detailed way in 10 pages. You might try looking at something more specific within that larger topic, such as the reasons for entering three particular wars (and the debates about entering them), or the specific changes in American culture that resulted from different wars. 
2. The contemporary issue should be analyzed by comparing and contrasting it to at least two (if not more) drawn from the events or issues we have discussed in class. For example, if you chose to analyze the debate surrounding the entry of the U.S. into the Iraq War, you could compare it to the debates surrounding the entry into World War I and World War II, or you could choose the Spanish American War instead of one of the World Wars. The key in making your choice is to think about what the best events might be for the questions and issues you wish to highlight, as some examples from the past will work better than others. In addition to comparing and contrasting the three or more events/issues from the different time periods, you must explain change over time. What was the larger social, economic or cultural context in each period that made these events look the way they did? And what happened to cause these issues and the way Americans dealt with them to change over the time period you explore? 
3. The paper should be 10-12 pages long, typed and double-spaced. Please use a 12-point standard font such as New Times Roman and one-inch margins.

4. The paper needs to have a thesis or argument, which should be stated in the first or second paragraph. A thesis should be stated clearly and concisely, though sometimes a thesis may be expressed in more than a single sentence. The argument or thesis should contain your key observations about how your contemporary event compares and contrasts with the historical events, what has changed over time, and why. The body of the paper should present the evidence from your sources that will allow you to prove your argument. At the end, you should have a brief conclusion (one or two paragraphs usually is enough) which restates your thesis in light of the evidence you have presented.




5. The sources for the paper should include (but are not limited to) the following:

*At least three primary sources and three secondary sources related to the contemporary event or issue. 
*At least three primary sources and three secondary sources relating to the historical events or issues to which you are comparing your contemporary event or issue.

Remember that a primary source is an actual document from the actors in an event itself; a secondary source is an analysis of the event by a historian, journalist, or scholar. It may be harder to distinguish primary and secondary sources for your contemporary event. An historian writing 90 years after World War II is clearly analyzing past events, but in many ways commentators and scholars who write on events as they happen today are themselves part of the debate. So do your best to distinguish between documents created by the players in a contemporary event and those analyzing from the sidelines, but I will be flexible in allowing you to use things that may be hard to categorize as primary or secondary as long as they add something significant to the paper. You may feel free to use any of the sources we have read in class, but you should not limit yourself to those sources. 

6. You must cite your sources, whether they are from the class reading or not, and whether you are directly quoting or if you are simply using information. If you are quoting, place a footnote or endnote at the end of the sentence. If you are simply drawing on information from a source but you reword it in your own language, you can put the references to one or more sources at the end of the paragraph. I do not care which system you use for footnotes or endnotes (Chicago Manual of Style is most commonly used by historians), as long as you are consistent. So choose your system and stick with it.

7. The papers may be submitted any time through the last day of the final exam period, Wednesday, Dec. 16, by 5:00pm. You should email me your paper, but you must put HIST 232 PAPER and [YOUR LAST NAME] in the memo field for easy identification. No papers will be accepted after the deadline.
8. Please feel free to approach me in class or during my office hours to discuss possible topic choices or to raise any questions you may have. If you think your question may apply to others in the class, feel free to ask me at the beginning of class and I will answer at the start of class so everyone can benefit from the answer.

