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the goal was prestige” The coliegian believed i
v . that his stren i
gﬁgﬁaﬁqs...ﬁnanﬁﬁgg&h%hﬂh

scended. his egoistic selfseekings, and ‘did’ something for Harvard, or 1§

Ambenst, or Yale s

As he moved up the hierarchy of classes as 2 college leader or an admiring .

calooker, the nndergraduate vnder the sway of college life believed that he

Same served who anly yelled: Chris
. Beadley leading § .
cheering the foatBall tram, 1207, Stenford Eniversiey gm:”m.EE

Was experiencing 2 rehearsal of the real world. College was not 2 morzto-

rivm; if was 2 tefal nm, ¥ts outcomes it

2 gave am accurate prediction of futur

g@nﬁm&.?rnmuhn&nrn%omgwnﬁnrnna:gw. experienced M
confidence. He slonghed off his provincialisms and leamed 2n ease

MMEEE@»&WE@&B%FW acceptance in society, I he had
oBMuwnn?mEuP a leader on the playing felds or in the newspaper
“ﬁ“.nﬂ uﬁﬂﬁ“ well for his futnre. In titc competitive struggle for place,
. leamned how to get ahead, a leson that would serve him i
conflicts ta come. He believed that the heross of the college, %ﬁ&hﬂ&”
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E  of the gridiron, were destined for greamess 5! Distinguithed alumni, particu-
- lurly those recognized in college, confirmed this fecling. Natural leaders
1 E&n&»nmm&bumﬁmn%omnrnn_ﬁﬁo:nmnangﬁnu&r&omg

the Survival of the Fittest.
College men also believed that success in college brought real rewards.

The contacts one made lasted for life. In the corridors of vrealth and power,

the “big man" would have frends, a place, an edge. “From henccforth be
would be not Jones of Columbus, but Jones of ‘Bones’ or some ather
tight-ringed fraternity. Thanks to his ability to catch a ball, or ta organize,
or to be friendly, or to drink like a gentleman, or even to capitalize on his
chaem, he was tapped as of the elect at age 20 or 2. In the archetypal

. Yale story, a poor, brawny, and likable Westerner makes friends with the

prep school son of 2 saccessful businessman. After a difficult trial in which
the fundamentally decent fellow from the West proves himself, personally
and on the gridiron, he is welcomed into the chosen dirde. And after he
graduates, he enters his wealthy friend’s family business.63 Jay Gatshy could
hardly have dreamed it better. '

Despite the promise it offered to such Westerners and small-town boys,

college life essentially confirmed and intensified the growing clitiem of

Jate-nineteenth-century American life. College men gained contact with
young men of other regions, but they did not become tolerant of those from
other ethnic groups, for, although there were a few Jews, Catholics, and

| Negroes in college, they remained essentially invisible in the nincteenth
] century. Nor did a collegian under the sway of college life generally cross
8  the boundaries of social clas. Poor white Protestant students continued to

go ta college in ¢he late nineteenth century, but the dominant undergraduate
cilture taught the more afffuent to ignore their modest classmates who chose
the path of serious study.

Such was the power of college life thar it shaped the experience of
undergraduates in far-flung settings. In 1885 a privileged young mao from

§ . Sicemento entered the Univenity of California at Berkeley. Thus did
$  Lincoln Steffens, the future reporter and muckraker, sct cut on “an adven-

ture into a new world, and a very strange and complete world too.” Stories
had prepared him and his fellows for college life. Even thongh his predomi-
nantly male clasemates of roughly one hundred came from California, not
western Massachusetts, 1o 2 new institution set in the brush across the bay
from San Francisco, they shated the “typical undergraduate customs, rights,
and privileged vices” of students of the older colleges. “The stories and the
life are pretry much the same for any college.”s*

Unlike other college-bound youth, young Steffens wanted to know. He
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had taken an extra year of study before entering college {after flunking bis ‘

entrance examinations), 3 challenging year that had posed to him.

I the
ﬂ&ﬂoﬁmp@ﬁ&nﬁnﬁ of God and the univense Em%wu.ﬁnmanmnﬂm”ﬂw
&nn..FMnEnd:_u_._H_m intellectuals in the late nineteenth century. But Steffens
quickly learned that college was no place for such matters. “There were no

moot questions in Berkeley. There was work to do, knowledge and trining H

to get, but not to answer questions. I found myself
| . s . engaged, as my classmates
Mnﬁ in mMm_ooaum courses,” Hemmed in by requirements and _.._w_,ﬂomammﬁ,
nruhﬁmw.n:rcm und —Eu.uu_hnnﬂ.n—% working mechanically for a degree in courses
re 0o relation to intellectual growth. At Berkeley, “knowledge was
wrac—:ﬁ uot relative, and it was stored in compartments, categorical and
independent. The relation of knowledge to life, even to smdent life, was
pmMoHn_. and a3 for questions, the professors asked them, not the students;
and the students, not the teachers, answered them—in examinations, "5
So Steffens went the route of the college man. He had gotten 2 tzste of

this life when he first arrived on campus to find upper-class students rallying

ta defend nrn_.ﬂa.wwwu against the university's president, who had attempred
to regulate nrﬂh ‘private lives and . . . public morals™ Steffens joined WWE
as they dramatically pointed out the limits of student tolerance. They put
Mm. EM“& through the front window of the president’s house nEm..n.c the nrw.un
f o € songs, swang it back and forth, op 2nd de
till everything breakable within saunded w-dﬂﬁr.. QHMM&EMR nﬂu .y
mﬁm.num Eanm with n_un other freshmen “to the socially important mﬁnﬁ
M_,En_.h.mﬂ_wd_@ to .._om.P.. The upperclassmen put aside their superior airs
for a time “to 'rush’ those of as whose antocedents were known and cred.
.erw It iﬁmnwmm.“_uw_uzr secret, and exclusive” Once initiation was a.._m,
m%»mﬂﬂww. turned to the “nezt great university question . . .
Steffens’ independence of mind and failure to make 2 team [imised his life
Mﬂoanﬂnu.ng.mmmcunmnﬂnnrm—ﬁwmﬁ the :uilitary drillmaster of the
eshmen and uldmately of the whole undergraduate corps, “the most
n.n%m&ﬁ.nhm meaningless of undergraduate activities,” ﬂamuh.rmﬂ.imnrn
nickname “D.S.,” for “damned stinker.”? He also learned to gamble and
to nﬁ..nmn at cards, a profitable extracurricular activity. Most extvaordinaril
pmv?.m—.ﬁwnﬂo years, Steffens turned away from requirements and coll -
life ta m:.on—_u_u teachers into introducing hin to an educatian, For nrﬁnMﬂ
WMn_ ta ignore the codes of the college man and Hunrmumncmw@mn nm._.nﬂn_m.M
_uowmﬂ.nmnnnnnﬂ. Thus did his intellectnal —as opposed to his college—Life
Such college [ife 2s Steffens described sprang from collegians’ efforts, free
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from any institutional direction or support. Faculty and presideats not only
opposed student organizations; they felt bewildered by the mentality behind
them. In 1863, when Edward Hitchcock recalled how he had dealt with
students as president of Amherst College, he confessed that he had adopted
a principle that he came at times to believe—that college students wete
“Jeranged.” College exposed them to “the influence of views, feclings, and
peejudices, so different from those of men in common life” that they were
best treated as “men under strong hallacination, if not partial insanity.” How
else explain how men, who later became quite respectable, conld “abuse one

¥ ancther, oppose the Faculty, justify convivial excesses, and sympathize
@l swongly with those disciplined for gross immoralitics, so as even to organize

rebellion against lawful authority.”*

But gradually a change took place. Students under the influcnos of college
caliure failed to perceive the new spirit and continued to assume that they
were at war with their faculty, but by the late nineteenth century, many
of their professors were calling 2 truce. A faculty member, by definition,
was onoe a student. Some of them had tzken the path in college of the future
minister, and bad thus been both serious and temperate; but not all had
entered academia by this route. Some had been college mea, cven “big men,”

gmﬁnmgg%%nmlmﬁmﬁuoﬁumgﬁw.?nrmﬂ

became professors, they brooghe their memories into their new positions,
2nd saw themselves, not as their srudents’ adversarics, but as their supporters.

Such 2 man was Edward Hitcheock, Jr., the son of Amherst’s president.
A member of the dlass of 1849, he had joined Alphs Deltz Phi fraternity
and remained loyal to it the rest of his life. Trained asa dactor, be joined
the Amherst faculty in 1861 to become ifs first professar of hygiene and

§  physical education, 2 position he held until 1915, During these yeass “Old

Doc,” as generations of students affectionately called bim, campaigned

3 unceasingly for greater attention to the health of college students, for their

Rm&ﬁwr%ﬁ&&:m.ﬁmmommwﬁnu&upﬁ— playing Gelds. He under-

§ stood the “animal spirits” of college men. What he fried to do was to give
,‘ them outlets better than masturbation and the towr saloon, Thus be insisted

on daily gymnastics and encouraged athletic games, college songs, and even
a billiard table in the gym. Hitchcock had na will to oppose college life,
which he had enjoyed. He did, however, want to channel it into safe,

morally upright lines,

Few faculty were as committed to reshaping and supporting the extracur-

riculum as “Cld Doc” Hitchoock, although each campus seems to have had

his counterpart. Once scorned at Princetom as “low and unbecoming gentle-
men and students,”?0 athletics came into the curriculimm, and oolleges hired

53




EMORY LNIV. DEPT. OF HISTORywm—m. o . 52 H . 52

FEE.27.2006  1:46FM

n#:mqw H.HMM

teams, In the competitive social ngom_rmnnamnrn_pﬁn?ég
spectacle and winming teams the objecs 3

na_._nwﬂ football became an
of devotion.7! 4n-immense

m.on_.w_un_mﬂ mm._uunon entered as successful alummi, grateful to their alma mater
contribuss R
D homsﬂﬂnﬁg?mﬁammﬂnwhmnéﬁoﬂ
nuﬁu.ﬁ.ﬁ._, . n&n ] Eﬁnﬁnngﬁmmﬁran_numwwﬂnﬂﬁ W.Wcﬁ_uman.nnnrm
sanity. They ctained ed special memories of college. This could strengthen che
the Yale ahumnni Ormance g
supported the perfc in New %MMHHM.HFNWM”

) = w that the facuity had canceled;
Memeries co mw&ﬁgunmmgﬁ?ﬂaﬁnha&ﬂrﬂ_&nw
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M cbscrved alunmi who returned ta their fraternity houses on football woek—
® ouds. But alumni became valuable, especially in their giving.
#  Alumni found athletics a worthy enterprise to support.
| W. Pratt, who three years earlier had been the gymnastics captain of the class
W of 1879, gave Ambent 2 large well-equipped gymnasiwm that included a
E sudent lounge, bowling alleys, a billiard
E He and his Amherst-educated brothers continued to support college athletics
P richly throughout their Jives. In colleges across the country, alurmmi imitated
e Pratis’ generosity. George
E  boathouse; Henry Lee Higginson, Soldier’s Ficld; and Au

In 1882 Charles
room, and a room for memorabilia.

Walker Weld gave to Harvard its bandsome
gustus Hemenway,
3 Algmni members of fratcrnities and clubs built handsome
houses, In 1897 it was estimated that fratemity propetty in colleges across

E  the nation was worth over two and 2 half milfion dollars.™ Callege news-
§&  papers and Liverary magazines got well-equip
‘Z;  buildings; musical and dramatic grovps began performing in new theatess
.. Bmu:&BmPQ:nmnTEErﬂw:ﬂ.mbmrn%omnro

ped rooms o, in some cascs,

education. No professor or president could
ence and hedonism, given the threats they posed to
town and gown, but he could welcome fraternitics, sporis, and the whole
spectrum of associations that trained students through the extracurriculum.
Strengthened by endowments, valued by many faculty and presidents, and

' Jominant among students, on American campuscs at the end of the century
college life seemed poised for 2 magnificent futue.
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Outsiders: The Loyal Opposition

There was, of course, another side of the stery. College life had pever

included all students. The very prestige of the fratcrnities consisted in |

leaving out the majority, or as Amherse president Edward Hitchcock put
it, making them “the mud-sills on which the secret societies rested.”t The
fraremity had arisew out of the conflicts with faculty and the divisions
among stedents expased during the revolts. Not all undergraduates had
tursied out to riot. Some of them had given the names of those who had

€ —u.h ~!.=. mu.ﬂ. En

Who were the thirty to forty Princetonians who in 1807 refused to walk

out with their fellows in protest, who remained docile while classmates
toted in Nassan Fall? Who were the tattletales?

They were the pious ones. As more secular blades spoiled for a fight with
their professors, religious classmates worried about the funure in hoth this
life and the life ta come. They came to college to become ministers. For
them the formal curriculum had real bearing on their future work, far the
liberal arts with their strong emphasis on the ancient Languages provided
them with professional training; They studied hard, for they bad to win the
approval and backing of their professors in order 1o get a pulpie. This
required them to renmain circumspect in their personal behavior and s scem
at least o obey all rules. Their own upbringing made such conformity
nataral. They shared with their professors not only religious belief but also
wEwEﬂmnd&om&noE&Qhﬂm&wﬂFga&u_uoﬁ the state of their

souls,
College presidents promoted successful students to Ppositions as futors.
This provided a probationary period for further ohservation. The facoley
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intelli character, and
ho passed the tests of intelligence, ,
mmnn nHuo_””EBmomumSm&“moH ”Emmn ministerial candidates, or possibly to other
ﬂn_.___nwmﬂ as professors and vltimately presidents. e ey ai
The pumbers of these scrious students swelled in the carly .mﬂmnmwmnm i
fl catury in New England * Western settlement Q.Bunmnnﬁammonn._ﬂwo o
sinisers 1nd wsctens Farmerd uouwnu‘ .i. Mrm.nnrﬂmﬁ monowmrﬂnnn life.
inheriting th i 2
e wwww omuﬂnwmnmm Er@nnﬂmr.mﬂcm“.ﬂrw feeling and the commitment to spread ndﬂunw
ann_ﬁww_ Christianity across the continent and to the mﬁ.nuﬂ_.m.ommﬁmmo s
Missic: Snnn_..w set aside scholarships to send poor, aspinng Mo.ﬂ.rm _o““
‘ Sznm.un”howam.uﬁ for the ministry. The colleges themselves kept tuition
! bvi n m E - =
uu_mmu—“._ufm mu.m_m.ug M villages local ministers recruited promising _m.Mur.n_uoﬂnr_hhr u&n.m
them 1 _n_..umP and recommended them to the En.oo_hnmn. he lack ¢
Bﬂﬂnﬂ— 2 serious obstacle for many of these village mnrnon ] ﬁ
__.uouhqﬁﬂn [minister intervened to help them find m.naouv._wnno.uu _m hem
MH larships from the American Education Saciety br mﬁnnms_wum ran )
A ooon—EE&_. of these poor youths delayed college to BHM“MMMM%HH
‘ wnwaom Jteachers, making them clder than the conventional x. Dovieg
‘ M&H wpna——nmn_nru%mﬁmu.w&mﬁwniﬁﬁnnnnﬂuag hool.
: _.._Bmw”.wnnn mate afuent students took rooms in tawn, nﬂn poor E_unﬁnomﬂwmw
g 2 \
& e dormitories on campus. Such young men had ta _u.q ﬁnﬂhnn-nﬁum.on”oa 7
‘. had .%%%B@wﬁ.@&ggnonng-.mmgﬂo
nnnrﬂumnmnom_pﬂnmoomnmmoamoﬂﬂwnmnﬂoﬁonwcﬁmumm p ﬁmr.q
: wuﬁ—“mwru_n cducation. Years of sacrifice for the mrwuon of sacial mo
| wexe not to be thrown away by careless actions 1n SWWQFQ e bt
im 2 world that increasingly valued style, the village scho : hoct
8 hadow. Nathaniel Hawthorne, an 1825 mamu»:w of woﬂmn”nﬁ. E#n_.nﬂn_.._. o
| half of mm_h students hzd received some sott of Em.a _nnnMc_.—nmnnwwM_ ’ :
1838 he cbserved the graduation exercises of Williams C . -gcﬂﬁn
- Ewmn included 2 considerable number from the surronnding oﬂ.“““m e
“Country graduates,—rough, wnoiwqmnpaaﬂ_.. mnwoo_Baﬁnw..MEmH Ewunma
bumpkin, half-scholarly figures, in black ill-cat _unoﬁ.wn_o ihele man
| mﬁnwm—ucmhrwﬁgmﬂ—nomnrmmgmnﬁnbnrﬂnéﬁg admirers
B of Brom Bones, they were the mnw»_uR_ Cranes. ) i pio-
‘ One such country scholar was Julian Sturtcvaat, ¥ oan.mﬁu_d =d pio-
1 Mmﬂ- &nﬂﬂggﬂgﬁrﬁm»aw&%wﬁﬁ.ﬁ
: anM.mn uﬁw_u.mo Tallmadge had no pastor, but the onein nrnmnum rvoﬂmﬂum town
| . ed Julian and his brother to prepare for the E_.Em_na“mu e .g?ﬂro:n
: ”H%w was very poor. Tallmadge Academy took the two boys Wi
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Mnmon. Both parents encouraged their k
o“u ﬂl_“ﬁ_—wnoM &J&OF: Advisers ngﬁnmugm. nﬂnn»_ung_% ﬁﬂwra m_nmmnor»ﬁ
to aid deserving young men in preparing for the an.mmﬁw...in_“._.n

in fact, the American Education Soci

ociety supported ian” b
Bﬁnmn years. Another local lad, ¢he SW of WMM mnmnnn_ﬂ.w_n On.mmn._“_sb Em o
decided upen Yale. The three Ohio youths set off on one rnornunmoﬂn .,

horse for New Haven. Julian characterized the long journey a5 2 pilgrimage

toa sacred place, As he recalled in Fﬁmmﬁrmu@narﬁwun?o<&._.=ﬁmuﬁ -

for “Yale, or some other coll ike i
conditon of s e ubu«nmn <ﬂ”w.E=nr Iike it, was an indispensable
As might be expected, Sturtevant studied hard. Despite his somewhat

Spotty preparation, especially in arithmetic, he vied for honors, College |

. -
infiricy in ol ot wih e o 2 Wi b
’ of my own age” had disco i
”wnum_n rw W.:nm he “had entered a pew ﬂam&.wmmm which _Hn:_“md“bw_wn.
ing.” He resclved that he would not “be outdane by anyone.”s Hhmapm

bis junior and senior years, he ranked among the first fificen who made

college honors.

Early in his college course Sturtevan
. - his colle . k weat ta his tator bef itati
ot help with his arithmetic. The tutor “bowed me out omrmm”no“QnMM”M

me that j i
1t Was not customary in Yale to belp a sadent in bis lessons uonl

M.MMannwn .HH.MDEQOP.H The .m.wom.&aoa held themselves ar an even greater
Fm&»nm.n_uﬂm_. mmcﬂ.amnrﬂnwninnm bad no interest in their studies and
they .mnnnnn&nm_w James L. Kingsley announced to his class after
shey hadx nor_“g bmubo_ﬁ “Young gentlemen, you have been reading
o of he muom.:nnn.ﬁu of the human mind without knowing i
Mznm.uﬂhn MMMQ.*.OHF.“&E.FE and his admiration for his professors,
Stutcvant found it bevideing o be cast adifc widous adule guidance.
oy Pt rs n_mwﬁrn.uu&dﬂ aloof from the stadents and met them
¥ n_umho ‘Gpacity. For the most part 2 student could hope f
sympa Mmbmm,n_wﬁwmﬁonw—mnmnmmmmm&uﬁdmw_ﬁ nl s bllow
Sympaty. only from his fellow
S - .
. E.H—M__“M.mq.w“ m.MMMm. BMWMWMQE% difficult because of the conflicts among
s n_._uowmnn  in h he »nﬁu._m& Yale, 1822 to 1826, were ones of
exiarierin n.m even “anarchy.” Violence rocked the college. One
ember i aring a northeast storm, college vandals broke zll the
i ERHM . his fellow student and friend Horace Bushnell, As disorderliness
moanic gnwnﬂnun_wﬁn—n.%”n__gm surrounded by evildoers in power: “the
o ed box ) perpetrators of all this mischief governed the
©g° With a terrorism seldom surpassed.”” When rowdy students blew up
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. the chapel, shattering the glass in al the windows, Sturtevant and three close

; friends decided to act.
. Vale undergraduates called anyone reporting to the faculty on fellow
t sudents 2 “Blue Skin.” “No one who was not in Yale College at the time,
can have any conception of the peculiar sting which the term carricd. We

decided to disarm that scorpion.” The four formed the “Blue Skin Club”

" to report all violations of college rules. They gathered allies, pledging about
3 prﬁ&amsg.gg&n%gawﬁaﬁgﬂnﬂrﬂmom
¥ the opposition came to discpline the deserters. As one of the “ruffians” raised
" bis cane, he was checked by friends gathered to protect fellow “Blue Skins™

2nd foroed down the stairs. Sturtevant’s group reported the incident; and the
faculty dismissed the intruders. Collegians sympathetic ta the culprits called

" 2 meeting to protest the “¢yrannical government” of the college, but the
@ “Blue Skins" prevailed. The violence ended, but for many wecks the club
members kept 2 nightly watch to pratect themselyes.?

Sturtevant understaod the conflict between forces in the college in both

E nn%oup—uhmngg. He aw the ruffians as Soathern aristocrats who

Jicdained the “Mudsills,” the poor Northern students whe had to cam

| money for college by waiting on tables or by ringing the bell for morning
| prayess. It chagrined these men and their Northerm allies that the poor rustics

tock college honors. n their fight against the government of the college
“they condemned the poorer students as its servile tools” To this futare

B .Lolitionist the Yale conflicts of 1824 were “premonitions of the Great

Rebellion,” an early illustration of the corruption of both the South and
the moneyed North.?

How many Jolian Stursevants were there? In his memoirs Sturtevant
%Eﬁmﬁnwﬁmwﬂﬂgm%wﬂrﬁg?umkﬁm&ﬁ
ulsimately 2 majerity of the college supported the “Blue Skin Club”; but
he may have exaggerated No cne measure allows a simple answer. In
general, the new straggling denominational colleges attracted from rural or

| gmall-town families “mature, purposcful, . . . carcer-minded”” sons who went

sbout their work without troubling college authorities with high living or
rot.!? While younger students attended the 83 Catholic colleges founded
between 178g and the Civil War, many of which combined preparatory and

- collegiate training, religious and efhmic tes between faculty and students and

3 %Ewmgnon&b?gugwnﬁ&m&%ﬁwogzog
E Collegiate Institute, founded as an outpast of evangelical Clrristianity in the
E Woest, allowed only the devout and earnest within its gates, Strict moral
5 gmrnaaﬁgns_aﬂﬁgﬁ&ﬁo%mﬁfﬁmﬁﬂoﬁ
- 3 dedicated. By 1866 its college had graduated 465 {out of the more than
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1,000 who had matriculated in all its branches).!* The American Education

e L F
SPR-CEATE, o e -~ Sodiety supported only those able to prove themselves destitute. In the years
AR | e around 1840, these numbered roughly 15 percent of all New England college
vhIBN ercxr; 13 Spy-Cless, July sByo, title page. students. Slightly less than 4o percent of Amberst students before 1845

Scheffer Library, Union College,

Schenectady, New Yok, dermonstrated to the college that they were poor enough to receive charity

finds, Perhaps the best overall indicator of the proportion of serious, pious
youth amoug the Bastern college population is that between 1800 and 1360
one-fourth of all New England students graduated afier age tweaty-five.?
Although all colleges had some, these mature students congregated at the
comtry colleges close to home, such as Williams and Amberst-

When the fraternities formed, these were the students left outside. Most
of them ignored the strenuous crganizing gong on about them and re-
mained secluded with their books. On some campuses, however, the serious
students fought back. In 1834 at Williams thirty “moral . . . and religious

A S T ot (s ot e . BELCW
k. :

bty i
. -!E..-ﬂr#j.-h i X

okt L W A. Garfield, 5 . : .
—— P ﬁuﬂ.ﬂmﬁﬁ wnqmmw.r — members of College” mQ.Boﬂm the Social Fraternity, pledged to anti-secrecy.
C—r——xt  The Western Restive Historical Sacieiy, By 1838 it encolled two-thirds of the college.t* At Union College the

promoters of the anti-secret fraternity met in Bresident Note’s home. In 1840
they published T4e Spy-Glass, an exposé of the immorality and drunkenness
of the Greek societics. The title page shows 2 member of the anti-secret
Graternity gazing through a spyglass from an upper-story window ata group
of “drunken Graternity men staggering through the streets.”#

As this anti-secrecy movement gathered chapters, it gradually ook on the
coloration of its enemy, evolving imto the national fraternity Delta Upsilon.
One can see this transition in the diary of 3 prominent member, the Future
President James A. Garfield. A religious young man, he had vowed on
entering Williams that he would “stand at Ieast among the first in chat class.
The bare thought of being far behind makes my flesh crawl on my bones.”
Garfield kept his vow, but to his dismay found himself “by degrees and
almost imperceptibly to be drawn inko the currents of College partizanship
[sic].” He wondered if in becoming 2 “College Statesman” he had lost sight
of his “inner self and inner life.”*¢

Neutrals replaced members of anti-secret organizations as the oppositian
to fraternities. By 1850 at Williams the fraternities claimed the greatest
number of students, followed by the independents, and then by the anki-
fratemnity society. Some sense of the strength of religious opposition to the
fratemity can be seen by the number of Williams graduates between 1833
and 1872 who became pastors. Roughly 42 percent of the alumni of those
years had belonged to fraterifies; but the Greek socicties claimed only F3x
ardained ministers, in contrast to the 413 who had been neutrals or members
of the anti-secret sodiety."? Even morc dramatically, in Amherst’s class of
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1851 all bur twa of the fourteen members of the anfi-secret society became
ministers or college professors, but Deltz Kappa Epsilon prodaced no minis-
ters and only one professor.!8
The anti-secret movement hardly threatened the fraternity brothers, It
only clarified the power of the Greck system. The fraternity was by its very
nature exclusive, cutting from consideration those not in the muagic circle.
In 1861 2 member of Kappa Alpha 2t Williams made the distinction between
the fraternities and the anti-secrets explicir. Unlike the fraternity, the anti-
fratemity group on campus failed to exercise any eeal discrimination: its
members were “chiosen not because they possess in any marked degrec those
qualities which will render them desirable compenions.” The only thing the
anti-secrets had in common was that they were “supposed to *practice sirict
monlity,” " They did not form a select group, but constituted “a motley
set of good, bad and indifferent young men . , . thrown together, baving
no inferest in or congeniality with each ather1s
In fact, however, at Williams and elsewhere, those who did not joina
fratemity often had a goed deal in common. They did not partake in a
distinctive colegiate culture, but they did share certain characteristics. De-
spite their numbers and predominance at eettain colleges, because they stood
ourside the select circle of college men, I have chosen to call them outsiders,
What outsiders held in common was the perception of college as prepara-
tion. Whatever pleasures the four years might hold were incidental to the
primary pursuit—an education to lead to advancing in the world. Cursiders
soughe to succeed in the classroom, not in ¢he extracurriculum, They typi-

cally admired the president and faculty and sought professorial approval,
They locked to their teachers; not to their peers, t learn how to behave. -

They boped that by hard work and imitation they might gain aczdemic
mentors to case their way in a calling. Thoogh striving to move above their
statlon, in spirit they often remained close to home. Unlike college men wha
enteced the insular world of college life, outsiders generally refained the
values and manners of their cultures of origin.

By the mid-nineteenth century, aew groups of serious students were
joining the ministers. Unfike aflueat coliege men who confidently looked
to fotures in business, those of more modest means who chose college—the
outsiders—often focused on professions that offered ta aspiring young men
with lirtle capital the chagee for upward mobility: law, medicine, denfistry,
engincering, education, and Journalism 2

Some of the ambitious ventured to college with little more than the snits
on their backs. In 1834 Abraham Flexner, later the founder of the Instirate
for Advanced Study at Princeton and perhaps the leading critic of American

&2

Outsiders: The Loyal Opposition

higher education, left his German-born mother in Louisville mo.n .uro new
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. E.mwmmﬁ&.. but ambitious znd
hardworking, Flexner overcame his deficiencies in Latin and Greck to cam
his B.A. in two years. He revered his professors: “1 n_ua._._m_.._wmrﬂbu: supecior
beings, as indeed they were. I followed n_ﬁmn. advice sﬁsﬁ m:-w..w.uon.
fecling myself fornmate in my close contact with o:.wﬁu&bmnﬁn.

fn his later critiques of American colleges and universities m._ﬂﬂﬂ. as-
sumed that his undergraduate experience was both normal and desicable, and

eduction cmicd special meaing ta those wha had ance been slayes grade-
nm..-n.m.mmﬂﬁnﬂ_uﬂ. Hampron: mﬁﬂ.E.R.mﬂDﬂn—uw.ﬂ_.n William Alexzeder Fonsythe, Sr., second row,
foorth Gom right Courtmy Harold Ferspthe.

| he set out to remake higher education in the image of his Johns Hopkins

years. What he was drawing on in his n&.ﬂhﬁuﬂﬁnﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁdﬂ.ﬂg
the outsider’s cxistence. As an undergraduate, Flexner had had no interest

. inor conoeption of coliege life. In part, the intention that Johns Hapkins

be a rescarch university, not an ordinary college, shaped Flexuer’s percep-

*  tions. Johns Hopkins bad no dommitories, na such thing as divisions by

freshmen or sophomore class, and no interest in the life of its students cuside

63




F.8-24

MNO. 8322

EMORY UMIY. DEPT. OF HISTORY

1:49PM

FEB.Z27. 2886

OQutsiders: The Loyal Opposition

Camrerus Lrse

the classroom. Despite this, however, other Hopkins students created 2 pale
version of college life, complete with fraternities, Thar Flexner remained
unawarc of this was 2 measure of his Jewishness, his poverty, and his psyche,
In his twa years he became friends only with Dr. and Mrs. Kaiser, with
whom he boarded, and with the family of his classmate Julius Friedenwald,
who often had him to the Sabbath meal on Eriday night. As he pur it, “f
did nothing in these two years in Baltimore but work, for the time was
short. T bad no money to spend, and I became homesick the moment 1
became idle™ Although in Baltimore, psycholegically Fiexner remained at
home. Throughout the two years Flexner wrote a daily postcard o his
mother,22
While Flexner had to travel from Louisville ta Balimore, ambitious
poor youth whe lived near institutions of higher education could commute
cach day. In the carly twentieth century Williao: Langer, later the renowned
historian of medemn Eurape, traveled from Dorchester Heights to Harvard
Yard, Unlike Johns Hopkins, Harvard had a rich tradition of extracurricular
life, organized and informal_ Langer never entered chat world. He learmed 2
2 great deal, but later recalled that he could “hardly say char I enjoyed -
college Life. I could not enjoy or hate i, because T simoply did not have ic”
He ate kis “homemade lonch in solitade berween classes and speat at least
two hours 2 day ip commuting between my home and Cambridge.”2
When his older brother Rudolph astounded Harvard’s dean by passing
his entrance examinations without having completed high school, Langer’s
widewed mother moved the household to Cambridge. Although immersed
in his courses, Q_é._mE.thmﬂ remained within the calture of His mother's ,
home. In the evenings he sat with his two brothers and mother “around the
dining room table, a boy on each of three sides and the fourth appropriated
by my mother,” to talk aver the content as well as the frustrations of college
work.2* When he moved outside home circles, Langer remained within the
German community of Hoston. The young woman that he squired came
from a German family, as did Harold Kurth, his one close college friend.
Langer's experience typifies that of generations of commuters, before and
after, who go to college intellectually, but psychologically and culturally
remain at home,
As bigher education moved West with the lznd-grant colleges, the num-
ber of eager young men and women increased. They camr to college off
the farms, filled with seriousness and impatient with what appeared to them
to be the childish silliness of many college students. They were not sa much
Ppious as ambitious and sometintes poor. They came to the university for the
chance that it offered for mobility into the emerging professions. They

College men had o Esamo_wgr.ﬂﬂﬁu anpoumesnont om_mmncﬁ.ﬁ_ﬁmh Hill's
?ﬂEﬂmﬁ&»&-ﬁ?UGEHEEFCEﬁﬂQMmﬂuHMWHr Tataricef Photegraphy
Colleriton, Pacific Nortiavest Colfertion, University of Washingion,
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eschewed this organized world, At the University of Oregon, studeuty 3
founded the first fratemity caly in 1900, almost twenty-five years after the

institntion cpened its doors.25
Alvin Johnson, later the head of the New School for Social Research in

New York, recalled his student years st the University of Nebraska of the -

1890s. The undergraduate college was spuali, graduating only about 150

stayed aloof from campus politics, A Popalist and 2 man who questicned
received wisdom, Johason also fel alien from the conservatism of the
university and from its intense religious life. “A @rtered Hap of the Southery

Bible Belt had covered much of Nebraska and was very much in evidence 5

horrible anti-religious doctrine Darwinjsm 26

While the Greek spstem at Nebraska was well establishod, “che majocity §
of the students were anfi-fraternity.” Johnson found the fraternities impos- p
ing artificial social standards at 2 time when be wanted to enjoy the widest

possible friendship. He consciously sought to know 2 German immigrant

mnEmwmuwsugmHmEFnﬂ_BHmanﬂP»u&pngom.—nﬂww ) '
classmages, bmn:&ﬂwu:m_wmig Tecreation was the literary society, |

which met weekly. “Bach Friday evening the boy members of the Palladian
society ﬂﬁnnﬁuﬂnﬁms.wnonnrnmiﬁnurﬂmnonrngm.ﬁ.:ﬂﬁ
always rather sorry for EnmEEWEn-mdmﬂFmiﬁE&mﬁ&no me. [ had
80 small ealk and felt hesitant 2bonr indulging in farge talk— Plato's real
place as the prince of the Scphists, Kleon as not ar all the monster fignred

despaired of ever falling iu love, into the classical library of which he was
Custodian came a graceful jumior whose talents as 2 writer Jobnson had
already admired 27 At the University of Nebraskz in the 18g0s those ounside
the: Fratemity system found themselves at lictle: disadvantage in games of
courtship,
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, ha nEﬁMMr».EM_wnWMnS.— infraction of intercollegiate amity."?*
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:oiuhn_uonmﬁwn_nm.._dg |

§  pirations scriously.
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summarized well the fluid quality of

o th-c hﬁ%ﬁu%ﬁ&h%ﬁﬁ?ﬂ%&ﬂ.?&hﬂ:&&
E w&h.wmn»ﬁ:“”m by nruh Lold of tradition among ordergraduates at Yale.

the beginning of the twentisth century, he found

iversi only ane custom
‘ When the University of Kansas, only
M .Egﬂ%@.@ngoa&?ﬁmnﬁ&bﬂ%m
| ?ﬁehmﬂn”ﬁvmﬁ.hbmmmnimsugﬂrndumﬁﬁQ%zn
alem)| o

it d
the Univesity of Kansas had traditions, there woul

Comell dassooms handed
0 t Eﬂ_uuu o enter . ..._-a
As late 35 1010, ﬂﬂg.gewgqﬂ. cud University Archives, Comell Un
abmdﬁm.nﬁmpmuﬂﬂ

Lefraries.

ith high ambiticns and . mnghom.
ependence They b e emiin cnvenins ok el widsnd
- s They ventured ta college ta become teachers or

the
M. Om.ﬂnu_. .H.FE- were

, such as Florence Kelley or ide thei 5
on wnw O_Emrmrumununn put far more had SE ﬁm%n.w ﬂn._“mnn E&Mﬂnﬂ“ﬂ»ﬂ
£ mon”M:Fﬁﬁoﬂm_uSra%S_ﬁnmnﬁwﬁhm.

o

H i develoy
%  .ilfemale world in the women's colleges, they began quite early to P

£ their brothers. Where they
wBﬁnMnmmnam_.Ewﬁw:nwsn_uﬁo

. the University of Michigan
§  peocirsted into formaly male preserves, much as
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and Comnell, they were 2s unwelcome as any uninvited guest. College J

organized in fraternities cejected them as outsiders. Ar

women students on the campus, to invite

mmf.m._ﬂmwnﬁﬁﬂn: Womana mﬁﬂngmﬂu« H -H._rq . congd -z

- n p. pimisheent for such transorasd
EMHM HEW& w.noB. being forced into the shower, to fines and the remoyall
o g&@bﬁmﬁ.ﬂnﬁn mer, 2 Rejected by the college e

Undergraduate publications invariab] i
iate | y represented only college life on their
H.uns__u or editorial pages. The outsiders could write Ietters ro the editar,
owever. For example, in May 1877, one of them complained in the H\E.m.
Courant w_on .nrn noise outside his window. “Ingrained into the typical
mo%ﬂumuo.nn mind,” be wrote, was the notion “that inarticulate howling
an onﬂrgﬁnﬁngﬁunﬁwrbﬁomﬁrnmﬁﬂﬁamfw
M:@mﬂnn—w rﬁE.H.BE method of expresing one’s feelings.” Did u.on
quict, unoffending upper—classmen, or even professors, have any rights”?

-WHD "—H -
:M name of all decency, gentlemen, pray act a little more like gentle-

M—.mEpmnu:.w altered not only the curriculumy but the nature of the student
ody. While those wnder sway of the canons of college life were oo

68

tory—svays. The inheri

both intent on the applicati a0 .
e liberal arss college. A few pioncering spirits experimented openly. At
the University of Virginia, Thomas Jefferson
He &“anm Mh institution into cight schools, cach headed by 2 prafesser,
cach offering its own diploma, but no degres, to stadents, ﬂwo.na:_.w travel
freely from one school to the other. At Union College, m_._mm_hv_nn. Nott
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i i however
gite di challenges of the first half of the nineteenth century, er,
B_.__nm.mn_.”.nn“-%oﬂ uﬁmmmnﬂwmn:n responded in diverse—and cven contradic-

ited course of study served well the needs of students

devised the most radical plan.

= ) j I es, and law—in
other emerging subjects—such as OT3toTY, modern languag
the moﬂﬂﬂwm&nﬂ. Harvard was willing to try scemingly small, but

significant, innovats and in 1819 George Tichner _..»nmm.:.uc ._mB._Hn on
modem HMumE..Mmﬁ »MMM. Jiterature, breaking with both the recitation system

[ B . ! the waditional course of study. Yo sharp contrast, Yale in 1828 turned
Ounﬂuwnnmﬂﬁnrawgmdﬂwnrnonwr o the ol v

1 chang cassert, in the much-quoted and -followed Yale
e 1 no,..MH:m of the received tradition. But Yale as well as

b 1irvact beat halfway to offer the new subjects nceded for scientfic and
B echnical training. Both created, separate from the colleges, scientific

whose students were denicd the prestige of the B.A. Dragged by the Push~

”.‘.. Me-Pdll-You, curricular change in the early decadss of the nineteenth
; took no clear direction. o
B RubEmH the Civil War, new forces intersected and transformed key Eﬁ
¥ | itions of higher education. The land-grant colleges founded under
WE  Morrill Act of 136z were by stamte a
L - ”&E...E&rmﬁnwuamgum&ﬁnn&anBnm:nﬁgﬁmEn
MM&E might bave seemed in short supply at Yale in 1877, but thar H ittt i
would shortly change. A new movement was afoor in higher education; char

to 2dd o “scientific or classical
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from the supervision of undergraduate morals; and encouraged them te
mdertake research. Lectures, largely replacing the discipline of recitations,
- offered the new scholarship to undergraduate students. Advanced seminars
brought to them and to graduate students research methods. As its faculty
extended course offerings, Harvard gradually released students from a pre-
scribed curriculum to follow their own interests. By the early swentieth
¥ cotury, Harvard's only course requirement for graduation was freshman
English composition.
| The elective system and growth in the student body enzbled Eliot 1o
reshape his faculty and revise the enrriculumn and method of study. It also,
E perhiaps umintentionally, drastically altered college life. Electives undercut
B e remnants of the class system. Whereas earlier undergraduates had moved
E 21 2 class through daily recitations, under the elective system each student
maintained a separate schedule of courses, and 0o two students had the same
E program. With the exception of required English, students selected freely
E from the swelling sumber of course offerings. The lectures and written
caminations that replaced recitations enhanced the possibilities for convey-
F ing new ideas and material, bur lessencd undergraduates’ contact with each
f  other. Once the daily testing ground for pasticipants, the classroom became
F an arenz for spectators. The abolition of compulsory chapel ended the last
¥ common experience.
W A clas of roo in 1860 reciting together sensed their differences in social
2, origin, but they certainly knew one another. Their endless talk about each
E other reflected their interest in each other. In 1906 a diverse class of 6oo had
B 10 common mecting ground and felt little sense even of curiasity. The
E &ggmggmﬂgngr&%aggo@oﬁ&n
§§  nineteenth century grew more prancunced as new divisions between private
i 3 proparatory school and public high school, Gentile and Jew emerged. The
. propinguity of Boston soclety and its mierest in eligible bachelors for its
dzaughters intensified social distinctions. Eliot’s disinterest in molding charac-
. ter and bis commitment to academic programs caused Harvard to neglect
F dormitory building and leave the housing of its enlarged student body to
E the private market. Real estate speculators buile the “Gold Coast”—private
| dormitories that offered clegant acvommodations to andergraduates. Resi-
8  dential buildings in the “Yard” retzined the standards of 2 les fastidious era.
. Students of more modest backgrounds lived in these college rooms. Those
B unable o afford college rooms commuted from home or rented cheap rooms
& i Cambridge
Harvard's story is worth telling not only because Harvard became Amer-
% ica's premier university but also because Hacvard's metamorphosis serves as
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power of che Furopean i i
professoriat. Philanthropi instituti
. ~.M.Mm o, Phil opists fornded institutions
mhnﬂnsw, D. White presented the plan £ iversity i
MEMMEBM_M::&% by the Morrill Act and nrmn. anMnMoth Mmﬂm.n” MFMMM
n.w& . o_wu-wm _ﬁun: University disclved the hierarchy that elevated the
arts above other courses of study. Along with slternative
Emn:nﬂ.ﬁnwn meMmomnnEhm M_HnE the arts and sciences, Cornell affered—as equally legit-
e u.:.n—Enn_H..um B.A.—straining in the traditiona! Jearmed wowﬂw_“
o cine ?ur Hmoﬁndon. theology) and in the newly nEhnmEmm i BNM
nwnu..mn_ EEbnMﬁ ..EM&—:MME»QE & commerce and trade, education, mechanic
s m am..?.r:m H.W ic service. In Baltimore, Daniel Coit Gilman and e
e o John opkins’ bequest created 3 university dedicated to 2dvanced
A wm: research. The graduate school of Johns Hopkins Universi
red 10 future professors training heretofore available ol nwmc»mnﬂq
certified it with the PL.D, y ™
When combined, the innovatio creared
omt ns of Cornell and Johns Hopki
HE. =M.M«_ _woam_?rnw for American higher &nnnmonlnr.wumdn :MMM The:
Hnn.nﬂmonw anw_nn the power of the old college qurriculun:, taught nm_mc
= &EMM& WEMM&:B& into higher education new fields uummnaﬁwhnm”
" v .Hnnﬂwﬁoinwngaﬂﬁuwnmg Ir linked
ﬂm_m_,.nwnp...nw_. ot oﬂ.ﬂﬂw.m_uc—mnw. ”.w nn_w.._.m.n& libraries and laboratories. bbm..mngﬁ—
K.WMH_EQFB&EE b mMWoc_ﬂaﬂanEamwﬁ. Y trained, not as ministers, bur 2
14 lished colleges, innovative presi
: presidents responded to ¢h
HM«M Mm sought ways o transform their Onm»EwMMoE w”Ma :meunm.em
.m. ...rnw. altered the basic conditions anderlying _Emnnm..&_hMM nrm

weaknesses of the institntion. El:
ekt ot bad no reverence for the liberal
ine uw”n_m_ﬂﬂmﬂw”nhoﬁwhshm.w life. _Hrnw:.mmwnmnu.ﬁ of beld moves c“H
oy Yo, Bl S ard, making it into a great university by
Eliot’s strategy was to blend coilege i
€ into aniversity thro i
m._unﬁmwwﬁB _ﬁ“m:mmnpwo:w by growth, Eliot greatly mn_n_...B....ﬁ.m_....__1 nr”mu__.npmnuuh nﬁmwrun
. m_.u._wnnﬂhmn s grm”nﬂnnr With the money generated by philanthro, i BNM
o s n__MEn of mn_.ﬁ__nun. paying tuition, Bliot made new nm.mmﬁw_n.
e faculty, With cne eye ont Johns Hopkins, he hired professars
tth gradvate degrees, rather than ministers and USE_W tutors; mm.mnnmrnrﬂn
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